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JONES PAPERS. 

(Concluded) 



Thomas Jones to His Wife, Sept 12, 1736. 

My Dearest Life 

I take this opportunity, by Mr. Charles Carter's boy to let 
you know that I received yoiir letter from Mrs. Chamber- 
layns by Jamy giving an acc't of your geting well thither, 
notwithstanding your misfortunes by the way; and lastWeek 
I heard you were all well the Friday following by Coll White- 
heads Man who saw you passing the River that day. This 
Morning I received yoiu- Letter by Will it got to Horn Qt'r 
on Monday Night and was detained there till Saturday Morning 
Holdemess being over in Hanover to Chuse Biu-gesses, so that 
he did not get down that Night before I went to Bed; I cannot 
at present help very much lamenting the loss of so fine a Horse, 
But as it is m.y opinion we ought not to have any inordinate 
concern for any thing that happens to us in this World. I 
hope mine will not be of any long duration for him. I have 
always heard that the Mare is as handy as and good a Creature 
as ever went upon four leggs, and have experienced a great deal 
of it. I shall take the best care I can to provide a Horse to 
bring you down, and I suppose you will let me know when it 
will be; and rather than make you stay too long, if I can do no 
better must send the mare, ********. g^t if its possible 
I will procure some horse. Tom is very well and went to Kings 
Creek Yesterday, I was there this Day Sennight Fred, and Billy 
was very well then, and have been so every since you went, 
and your Mother who came from thence last Night says they 
were very well then. But Jammy Burwell has had three or 
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iovi fitts of a Fever, which (as you may suppose) puts her 
[sic] very much out of order and makes her look Twenty years 
older than she did a Week agoe. Your Mother has had a fitt 
of a fever and ague and is taking the Bark, the rest of the 
family are very well. Saturday after you went Tom and I had 
some difference in which I got the better, and has been the most 
orderly best Boy since that ever he was, taking all the pains 
he can to say and do every thing that is oblidging. I am afraid 
of loosing a passage for this therefore shall conclude with my 
best service and love to every body with you, and be assured 
that I am 

Your most affectionate 

Tho. Jones 
Sunday Night 
Sept 12, 1736 

Thomas Jones To His Wife. 

October 22. 1736 
My Dearest Life 

I have not heard an5rthing from you since your Letter by Mr 
Booker, which I have read over about twenty times since I 
received it not only with regard as a truly kind and tender 
husband, but with the pleasure of a passionate lover that flatters 
himself with the hopes some time or other of being possesed 
with his Mistres 's Charms. I am always very sensible of the 
very great affection I have for you but never so much as to your 
absence. If there is any true happiness it is with one like you 
where it is mutual, but as my Portion is not so sublime in this 
World, I must be content with having that in my possession 
I most desire and is dearer to me than my own life. 

Tom has taken three Purges since you went which I suppose 
agreed with him because he looks the better for it, and is very 
hearty and well 

I sent three doses for Billy and two for Fred, but your Sister 

Burwell(l) gave Billy only two because she said he looks better 

(1) It is evident from various letters among the Jones Papers, that 
Nathaniel Burwell of "Kings Creek," York County married a daughter 
(probably named Jemima, "Jimmy") of Dr. William Cocke. He was a 
son of James Burwell of the same place and father of James Burwell of 
'Kings Creek, ' ' who married his first cousin Ann Jones. 
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for it and seems to be very well, but Fred, has not taken any, 
having had a slight Fever or two twice for which she gave him 
the Bark and thought it not proper to purge him after it, in 
which I think she was Right, they were in Town two days ago, 
and then both the Children were very well and so was Jammy 
Burwell, but your Sister well not venture him to Town, which 
makes her keep close at home. She has not been in Town to 
a night since you went, nor there is no persuading her to it 
Daphne (2) do' s her business very well and I understand 
is pretty diligent. And Nancy has done very well. She has 
been very sick almost a Week but is recovered and not behind 
her task, and your Mother says she has done her Work very 
well and thinks her a very promising Wench 

But Juliet is the same still,tho I do assure you she has not 
wanted Correction very often. I chear'd her with thirty 
lashes a Saturday last and as many more a Tuesday again and 
today I hear she is sick. 

Will told me as soon as he came down and several times 
since he covdd not Venture the Mare in the Chariot with the 
horses. It was with some difficulty he managed them going 
up after Travelling, and it wotdd be running a great hazard 
when the Horses were fresh ,so that I was obliged to buy a 
Horse as soon as I could get one for which I gave four pounds 
Money and to pay 800 lb. of Pork besides, he had been rid 
down in the assembly time in sending Messengers up the 
Country, so that he was very poor and full of Worms and al- 
together unftogether unfit for such a Journey at the time you 
come away the 9 Inst., he has had a dose for the Worms and 
Will says has voided out quantities, and he must take another 
with the rest of the Horses after he gets up to the Quart 'rs. 
Dolphin had a dose with the rest and I cannot expect them to 
be in much better conditions than he was, so that you must 
make use of what little patience you have. 

I hope Betty Pratt, Dolly and Catesby are all well, to whom 
I send my Blessing and kind love, not forgetting Sister Binny 
and Sukey 

(2) Daphhne, Nancy and Juliet were negro servants. 
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I sent several times to the Post Ofifice and always have such 
imperfect answers as I could not well understand, and it was 
always too soon or too late so that if, you think me guilty of 
omission I am sony for it and you must forgive it and shall 
conclude with my hearty wishes for your health & satisfaction, 
longing for that moment. I am 

My Dearest Life 
Your ever affectionate 
Husband Tho. Jones. 



Thomas Jones To His Wipe. 

Nov. 10, 1736 
My Dearest Life 

The People that bought the Hoggs last week told me they 
heard as they came along that Will was not gone from Little- 
page's Thursday last, which I cannot account for unless the 
boat was not ready; I sent thither twice this week before I sent 
up Will and Holdemess brought me word from him the Boat 
should be ready before that time. I ordered Will to go up in 
the Boat, because I did not expect it would hinder him above 
a day, and by sending on purpose for another hand would have 
been above 3 weeks difference; and Buck who was at John 
Corby's was wanted to carry the wheat to Crutchfields and 
then to come down in the Boat. I am very sorry there should 
be any delay, and every thing that prolongs your return gives 
me the utmost concern, more especially now, because it is not 
in my Power to alter my measures, only that I ordered some 
of the People as he went up to call at Littlepages, and if Will 
was not yet gone, to tell him to go directly by Land. 

If Mr Woodford is willing to lend you a pair of Horses and 
his boy Jamy as far as Capt. Hill's, or would give you a Cast 
with his Horses to the Court House, and that you sent our 
horses thither the day before you sett off, I beleive you might 
reach Capt. Hill's the first day. But if that be too much 
fatigue you had best stopp at Col'l Martins, as I believe you 
have a very good inclination to see the Children there, I doubt 
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not but you well make all the Convenient hast you can, and I 
as much desire to see those that are with you, but not in any 
degree so much as I do to see you, for if I could be possessed 
with the whole World it would be nothing in comparison with 
that, nor would there be any Charms in life atall to me without 
your Company. But if any part of my Conduct to you has at 
any time induced you to believe otherwise, yet I am truly 
sensible from the secret impulse of my Heart and Mind that 
my passion is greater for you than the invention of Man can 
describe, and I hope no change of fortime or circumstance in 
life will make any alteration in me. 

Your Sister Burwell came hither last Saturday was Se 'night 
to the Birth Nighl(3), and stayed till friday following with the 
Children. I persuaded her as much as was necessary to leave the 
Children but coiild not prevail wth her, when they went away 
Fred's face was blown up like a Tnmpeter's ready to burst 
with stifling a Cry, and Billy who has a Strong Pipe quite 
roued out and made an intolerable noise, Tom was there a 
Sunday and Mr Burwell was in Town a Monday last, and then 
they were all very well as we are here. 

After Mr Woodford had taken his leave here, as I was willing 
to put you in Mind of me I scribbled over a few lines for you 
but he was gone before the Messenger get to yovir Mothers, 
and I sent it by Mr Rose(4) the Minister of the upper Parish 
in Essex which you may have received before this, but if it 
do's not come to your hand before you come away you had 
better Speak to Mr Woodford to return it when it do 's by the 
Post; as the last Gazette is a very extraordinary one I have sent 
it to you for News, as Mr Woodford takes the Papers, I believe 
you had best bring that and the rest with you, perhaps he may 
not have had one of this yet. I have nothing farther to ad. 
but my kind love and service to every body and .that I live in 
dayly hopes of a happy meeting 

I am My Dear 

Tho. Jones. 

(3) The annual Birth-Night ball, one ot he chief colonial festivities. 

(4) Rev. Robert Rose. 
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Betty Pratt(5) To Her Brother Keith William Pratt 

Virginia August the lO"" 1732 
Dear Brother 

I was very glad to hear by both your letters to Ma-ma that 
you was well; I wish there was not so much Water betwixt 
us as I am told there is, I would come to see you, tho as it is, 
I cou 'd venture if my Ma-ma wou 'd come with me, and shou 'd 
think it the greatest Pleasure in the World; But as there is 
little hopes of that, I must be contented till you are big enough 
to come and see me, which I think will be more decent as I 
wear petty-coats, but there you will see so many fine and 
agreeable ladies every day that I am afraid you will hardly 
think it is worth while to come so far to see a Sister, so that 
perhaps I may never see you at all, which would be a hard fate, 
only a Bro'r and a Sister not to see on another as long as we live 
but to be as perfect strangers, not to know each other tho ' if by 
any accident (as they say) we were to meet in a dish : however 
as we can both write I shall always once or twice a year as 
opportunities offers let you know how I do, as I hope you 
will do the same. I find you have got the start on me in 
Learning very much, for you write letter already than I expect 
to do as long as I live, and you are got as far as the Rule of three 
in Arithmetick, but I can't cast up a sixtn in addition cleverly; 
but I am striving to do better every day. I can perform a 
great many dances and am now Learning the Sibell but I cannot 
speak a word of French, I fear you will think my Letter too 
long, therefore shall only ad all our Bro's and Sisters that can 
Speak give their love and service to you and be assured that I 
am 

Your most affectionate Sister 



Letter from John Catesby, Berwick, Nov 17, 1728, to 

Mrs Jones at Wm Poole 's, Sadler, at ye White Horse In Bish- 

opsgate Street, London [Doubtless this was where Mrs Jones 

rented lodgings for part of the time she was in London). 

(5) Betty Pratt, Mrs. Jones' daughter by her first marriage, has 
been frequently mentioned in these letters. She was at this time ten 
years old. Her brother, Keith William, who was eight, resided in 
England with his Uncle John Pratt. He died in 1744. 
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Letter from Fredrick Jones, North Carolina, Jan. 30, 
1731-2, to his \mcle Thomas Jones at Williamsburg Va: "I 
purpose (God willing) to be in Wm 'sburg by the last of next 
month or the beginning of March and heartily wish it had been 
my happy fortime to have had my habitation in that qiuet 
coimtry where there is a great harmony and so good an \mder- 
standing among all sorts and degrees of people. ' ' 



Agreement of John Hawker, July 11, 1738, to receive of 
Mr. Charles Bridges, (6) of Hanover Cotmty one years rent 
for a house in Williamsburg. 



Letter (7) from Mrs. Holloway, June 8, 1753 (?) to Mrs. 
Jones ' ' Mrs. Davenport cant do y 'r gown before the week after 
next having Molly Dawsons wedding clothes to do, her uncle 
has given her £40 to buy wedding clothes. ' ' 

(6) This was the portrait painter, so many of whose works remain 
in Virginia. 

(7) Lady commentators who have been consulted, say that conditions 
stated in this letter, exist at the present day. 



